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Jim’s Corner 
Gree�ngs SCU Members! We hope you had 
a wonderful holiday season and are 
enjoying a safe and happy new year! 

First and foremost, I’d like to personally 
welcome the all the employers who signed 
up to become Preferred Employer Groups 
(PEGs) of State Credit Union this past year:  

A1 Transporta�on, The Toasty Hot Spot, The Retreat at Broad 
River, LexLax Copperfield, The Courage Center, Women’s 
Revolu�on, Greenwood Gene�c Centers: Columbia, N. 
Charleston and Greenville loca�ons, SC Au�sm Society, The 
Diaper Bank, Carolina Life Real Estate & Auc�ons, The Heart of 
Diane, Vital Connec�ons of the Midlands, Jones School Supply, 
and Warehouses Services. 

By becoming a PEG, these organiza�ons have given their 
employees the ability to apply for membership here at State 
Credit Union and they’ll enjoy on-site membership enrollment, 
financial educa�on programs, SCU promo�onal items, and SCU 
supported health and wellness fairs.  

If your employer is interested in becoming a PEG, please reach out to Monifa Byrd, our Business Development 
Specialist, at 800-868-8740 x 8432.  She will be happy to assist you. 

In addi�on, we are happy to highlight these 2025 accomplishments: 

• Construction on the new Colonial Drive branch is progressing nicely.  
We anticipate completion during the first quarter of 2026. 
 

• Thanks to the generosity of our members and Board of Directors, we 
were able to collect over 1,000 lbs. of canned goods and donate 
$20,000 to Harvest Hope Food Bank.  In addition, our branches 
outside of Columbia were able to collect an estimated 1,500 lbs. of 
canned goods and distribute it all to their local food banks.   
 

We are pleased to have helped the communi�es we serve.  As always, we 
thank you for being an SCU member, and we look forward to assis�ng you 
with your future financial service needs. 

Till next �me….  
Jim 
800-868-8740, ext. 8531 or 803-255-8531 or jkinard@scscu.com 

  

73rd ANNUAL MEETING 
Date: February 7, 2026 

Time:  Doors open at 8:00 a.m.  
Mee�ng starts at 9:00 a.m. 

Place:  Brookland Banquet Center 
1066 Sunset Boulevard, West Columbia 

 
 
Doors open at 8:00 a.m. for registra�on and 
a delicious breakfast buffet.  The mee�ng will 
start at 9:00 a.m. Members with delinquent 
accounts are not eligible to vote. And only 
SCU Members will be given a �cket for the 
door prize drawings. 

 

mailto:jkinard@scscu.com


  
 

 
 

We’ll Help You Make This Tax Season a Winning One 
 
Tackle taxes and come out on top with exclusive, member-only discounts on tax services that make filing easier. 
You can save 20% on TurboTax®, whether you file yourself or have an expert file for you. Or you can save up to 
$25 on in-office tax prep services from H&R Block and have your taxes filed by professionals who can ensure 
your maximum refund. 

TurboTax® - Save 20% 

• File with confidence that your taxes are done right 

• Guaranteed maximum refund 

• Tax experts to help or even file for you. 
 
H&R Block – Save up to $25 

• Biggest refund possible or your money back 

• Expert help with or without the office visit 

• H&R Block expert within 5 miles of you. 
 
Plus, as a valued member of State Credit Union you can enter for a chance to 
win $10,000 in the Love My Credit Union® Rewards Tax Time Sweepstakes to 
take your tax return even further. 

Start today and save!  

 

 

Upcoming Holiday Closings 
1st and 2nd Quarter 2026 

 
All SCU branches will be closed in observance of the 
following holidays: 

Holiday Date 

New Year’s Day Thursday, January 1 

Mar�n Luther King Jr. Day Monday, January 19 

Presidents’ Day Monday, February 16 

Memorial Day Monday, May 25 

Juneteenth Friday, June 19 

 
 

https://links.lovemycreditunion.org/client/love_my_cu/banner/?bid=6261&campid=91&clientid=24824&sid=1
https://links.lovemycreditunion.org/client/love_my_cu/banner/?bid=5495&campid=47&clientid=24824&sid=1
https://links.lovemycreditunion.org/client/love_my_cu/banner/?bid=6027&campid=89&clientid=24824&sid=1


 
What is a tax scam? 
 
Tax scams involve criminals who impersonate the IRS, tax professionals, or government entities over the phone, 
through text messages, online, or by email and are designed to trick you into providing sensitive information or 
sending money for taxes, penalties, and fees you don’t actually owe.   According to the Internal Revenue 
Service’s Criminal Investigation Team, they initiated 1,409 tax crime investigations and identified $5.5 billion in 
tax fraud in 2023. Tax scams peak the highest during tax season, therefore it is crucial to remain vigilant and 
verify the legitimacy of any communication or request related to taxes.  
 
Tax Scam Methods 
 
There are many methods cybercriminals use for tax scams, and they o�en deploy crea�ve tac�cs to deceive their 
vic�ms. The methods listed below are not the only methods a cybercriminal can use.  
 
Fake Tax Refund: A new scheme that involves bad actors mailing leters impersona�ng and IRS leter. The leter 
claims that there is a no�ce in rela�on to an unclaimed tax refund.   

IRS Call: Impersonation phone calls also known as vishing may occur, where callers will pose as IRS agents and 
use fake credentials in hopes of stealing taxpayer funds or personal information. These scammers may know a 
lot about their victims and will intimidate them into making a hasty decision. 
 
Phishing email: Scammers will send several email alerts attempting to trick people into thinking their emails are 
legitimate notices from the IRS. These phishing emails will seek information related to refunds, filing status, 
confirming personal identity, and late payments.  
 
How to identify and deal with Tax Fraud: 
 
Tax scams become increasingly popular during tax season, but here are some ways to iden�fy them: 

Use caution with unsolicited communications. The IRS typically ini�ates contact via tradi�onal mail. Be wary of 
unexpected calls, emails, or texts claiming to be from the IRS or any tax authority, especially if they require 
immediate payment or threaten legal ac�on.  

Verify sources. If you receive any communica�on claiming to be the IRS or a tax professional, verify its legi�macy 
by naviga�ng to the official website or contact a verified phone number.  
 
Be alert of phishing attempts. Think twice before interac�ng with any email reques�ng for sensi�ve or financial 
informa�on. Legi�mate organiza�ons like the IRS, will not ask for this informa�on via email or phone.  
 
Resist scare tactics. Scammers will o�en use in�mida�on or urgency to bait vic�ms into making a rushed 
decision, not in their best interest.  We recommend you take your �me, thoroughly evaluate requests, and verify 
all urgent requests. 

Secure personal information. Be sure to protect your informa�on such as Social Security numbers and financial 
details to prevent iden�ty the� and tax fraud. 
 
Educate yourself. Stay informed on the latest tax scams used by fraudsters. More awareness allows you mi�gate 
risks and atacks. 

I think I may be a vic�m of a Tax scam. What should I do? 

1. Stop all communication. If you are in contact with a scammer, cease communication immediately.  
2. Report the incident. You can file a complaint with the IRS on their website. Additionally, you can report the 
incident to the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) on their website. 

https://www.irs.gov/compliance/criminal-investigation/irs-criminal-investigation-targets-tax-fraudsters-urges-taxpayers-to-protect-themselves-this-tax-season
https://www.irs.gov/compliance/criminal-investigation/irs-criminal-investigation-targets-tax-fraudsters-urges-taxpayers-to-protect-themselves-this-tax-season
https://www.irs.gov/businesses/small-businesses-self-employed/tax-scams-how-to-report-them
https://reportfraud.ftc.gov/#/


3. Protect your identity. Monitor your financial accounts, credit reports, and any other sensitive information for 
signs of unauthorized access and activity. With most accounts, you can place a fraud alert or a credit freeze to 
prevent further compromise.  
4. Document the incident. Keep any record of communication and documentation related to the scam. This can 
be extremely useful when reporting the incident and resolving any issues with tax authorities. 
 
Addi�onal Considera�ons 

If a scammer accessed your 
accounts… 

Immediately change all passwords associated with the scam. 
Ensure the new password is strong and do not reuse passwords. 
Enable Multifactor Authentication (MFA) on all accounts. 

If a scammer has access to financial 
information… 

Contact your bank or credit card company immediately. They 
can help monitor your accounts for suspicious activity. 

If a scammer has your social 
security number… 

Place a fraud alert and initiate a credit freeze on your credit 
reports by contacting one of the three major credit bureaus. 
Additionally, file a report with the IRS and your bank so that they 
can protect your identity and monitor your accounts.  

This material is for general informa�on only and is not intended to provide specific advice or recommenda�ons for any individual. This material was 
prepared by LPL Financial, LLC 
 
Financial Wellness at Your Finger�ps 
 
The first calendar quarter is a great �me to check out our Financial Wellness Center!  Visit scscu.com then click 
on Financial Planning and Educa�on. You’ll have access to 100+ topics, ar�cles and exercises to help manage 
your money.  You may even speak confiden�ally to a Financial Counselor when necessary.  This is yet another 
way we follow our mission to improve the financial lives of our members. 

 
 
 
 
  

 
Contact Us 

Call  |  Click  |  Stop By  |  Email 

800.868.8740  |  scscu.com  |  scscu.com/loca�ons  |  info@scscu.com 

 

 

Statelines Newsleter is published quarterly for members of State Credit Union, 800 Huger St., Columbia, SC 
29201.  Our mission is to improve the financial lives of our members. Federally insured by the NCUA. 

https://www.scscu.com/
https://www.scscu.com/financial-planning-education
http://scscu.com/
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